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President’s Page..... 
 
 Hello Everyone, 
 
This is my farewell note as your President. My next will be as your past President. 
 
Although we are still updating business, it will be complete to hand onto the next 
committee and leader of the team.   Bob Campbell will chair the August meeting as Graeme 
and I will be away. See you all for the A.G.M. 
 
We will be inviting the winners of the popular vote to have a few words on how they 
achieve their success - like potting mix, position etc. This will be new from the August 
meeting. A little more plant culture. 
 
The coach trip on the 30th September needs to be booked with name, money and contact 
details. Let’s start our new society year with a great day out on a full coach. Tickets are $25 
for members and $30 for visitors. Make sure you sign the attendance sheet on the day for 
your insurance. 
 
We have sent congratulations to Grace Goode for reaching her 100th birthday.  She has been 
a champion of bromeliads for many years throughout Australia and the world for which she 
has been awarded an Order of Australia Medal.  This surely is proof that gardening is a 
healthy activity for mind and body. 
 
Chris Aisbett assures me that the website will be attended to shortly.  I am sure she will do a 
wonderful job. 
 
There has been a response to our plea for input for the 40th anniversary book. Please keep it 
coming. 
 
A vote of thanks to Mark Gribbon for volunteering to be a one of our librarians.  He has his 
own landscaping business & employs several people. He has been a member for nearly a 
year. The old saying ‘if you want something done ask a busy person’ is certainly true here. 
Thank you very much Mark. 
 
The library has new books and there is much useful information in the many free 
newsletters we receive from other clubs. Well worth you having a browse. 
 
The big November sale day will need everyone who can sell plants to participate so we can 
fill this wonderful venue we are fortunate to use. The 20 sellers we had at the Full Bloom 
event did a great job. 
 
We are selling tropical foliage plants to create more interest and also make it easier to fill 
the space. REMEMBER to bring your 2.....PLANTS for the display which we want to be 



5 

spectacular. 
 

Let’s pot up to fill up.  I will be your convener for the big sale day. Don’t forget it’s 
registration day at the September meeting. Check your plastic cloths are in good order so 
we know if we need some new ones - we want a good even presentation. 
 

May I now stress again the importance of our need for a President and Treasurer.  Anyone 
can nominate for any position as all positions will be declared vacant at the AGM. Please 
see me or contact me if you can help or know someone I should talk to. I know people are 
loathe to come forward but I do not know everyone’s ability so I can't personally speak to 
everyone as much as I have tried. 
 

Some years ago I would have done my job for three years but the reality now is I cannot.   
I hope you have increased your knowledge this year and most importantly to me is enjoyed 
friendship. 
  

My very best wishes to you all till next time 
 

 Be good and healthy, 
Your team leader, 
Marjorie Bullen 
 

GCSBS Annual General Meeting 2017 
 

The Annual General Meeting & Election of Office Bearers will be held on 23rd September, 
2017.  
 

Membership subscriptions for 2018 are due on 1st October 2017.   
 
Memberships not renewed by 31st December 2017 will be considered as 
lapsed.  
 

Single membership is $25 & family is $40.  
 

Renewal forms are available at the Members’ Desk at meetings. 
 

Note as per our Constitution: Family Membership refers to husband and wife / couple but 
also includes immediate family dependant members. The total number of people permitted 
under one family membership shall be four (4).  
 

 

 

 
 Apologies for the delay in getting the July/August Bromlink published. Will do a catch 

up with the next edition. 

 Many thanks to Narelle Aizlewood for your articles. 

 Also many thanks to Kath Henderson for writing the article on Dracaena draco & to 
Wendy Perske for recommending the Fireball article. 

EDITOR’S NOTES 
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Events & Upcoming Speakers for our 

General Meetings 2017 
 

September 23    Annual General Meeting & election of office bearers 
Speaker Greg Aizlewood: Billbergias 
Last Popular Vote Competition for the year 
Plants of the Month: Billbergia, Vriesea & any Succulent 
 

September 30   Bus Trip to ‘Caboolture Frenzy’ (see May/June 2017 Bromlink for details) 
 

October 21   Beginners ‘Day with the Aizlewoods (details page 8)   
 

October 28    General Meeting 
Speaker Harvey Cooper-Preston: ‘Trip to Mexico’ 
Popular Vote Competition Presentation of Awards (no competition) 
Plants of the Month: Canistrum, Neoregelia, Nidularium & any Succulent 
 

November 18-19   Carrara Markets Sale & Display (see May/June 2017 Bromlink for details) 
 

November 28   General Meeting 
Xmas Party & Colossal Raffle 
No Popular Vote Competition  
Plants of the Month: Any Bromeliad Genera not previously featured & any Succulent 
 

January 27    General Meeting 
Speaker: TBA 
Popular Vote Competition restarts 
Plants of the Month: Catopsis, Hohenbergia & any Succulent 
 

2021 Australasian Conference 
 

The 2021 Australasian Bromeliad Conference will be hosted by the Bromeliad Society of 
New Zealand.   
 

It will be held at the Waipuna Hotel & 
Conference Centre, which is a great venue 
in Central-South Auckland with 
accommodation on-site.  
 

At this stage the date will be April 8-11th 
2021, which is the weekend after Easter 
that year. 
 

Photo right: Grace Goode OAM & Chester 
Skotak at the 19th Australasian Bromeliad 
Conference ‘Sunny Broms’ (30 March-2 
April 2017). 
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Sausage Sizzle 
 

We have been allocated another sausage sizzle at Bunnings Arundel on 22 October.  It has 
been quite some time since we did our last sizzle & we are all set to go.  If you are able to 
volunteer to help – even for a short time – you assistance would be greatly appreciated.  
This is a GCSBS event.   Please don’t leave it up to a few to do the job.  Can you help us to 
share the load?  You might even have fun. 
 
Narelle has a roster for names to be added. 
 
Important Information – Notification of Change of Date 
 
The date of the sausage sizzle is on Sunday 22 October – that is the same day that we had 
organised for the Beginners’ Day at Greg & Narelle Aizlewood’s home - 15 Royal Palm Drive, 
Steiglitz.    Ph 0755461161       Mobile 0418193628.   (See page 8 for details) 
 
For an alternate date we will hold the Beginners’ Day on Saturday 21st October – still on the 
same weekend & still the same programming & plans or the day. 
 
If you need any information or confirmation please contact either Greg or Narelle on the 
numbers listed above. 
 
We look forward to seeing you then. 
 

Greg & Narelle Aizlewood 
 

Bottles!  Bottles!  Bottles! 
 

Thank you to everyone who has been bringing in bottles to our jam and chutney making 
ventures. 
 

We have enough of the larger bottles now.  What we would really like you to collect for us 
are smaller jars - jam sized and smaller please - preferably with a screw on metal lid, not 
plastic. You don’t need to remove the labels if you don’t want to, just as long as they are 
clean.  Nothing as big as a Dolmino Pasta Sauce or the like - I have kept a good supply of 
these.  The exception is the ones that Mary Minogue is bringing me. They are a great size 
for Beetroot. 
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We have a large number of oranges and mandarins on our trees at the moment so anyone 
who would like to help with marmalade making, please just let me know and I can get the 
oranges to you. 
 
We greatly appreciate all the help that we have been given with our Produce Sales Table. 
Narelle Aizlewood. 
 

Beginners’ Day - 21st October 2017 

 

Programme 
 
9.00 a.m.   Tea / Coffee – Registration.   
9.30 a.m. Session I - Different Genera 
10.00 a.m. Session II - Growing from Seed. 
 
10.30 a.m.   Morning Tea 
 
11.00 a.m. Session III - Potting and Propagation  
11.30 a.m. Session IV   - Fertilizing, Watering and Pest 
Prevention. 
 

12.00 noon Lunch.   
                                   
                                                                                               Photo Above: Vriesea ‘Purple Princess’ 
 
The Beginners Day will be held at Greg and Narelle Aizlewood’s home - 15 Royal Palm Drive, 
Steiglitz.  Home Phone – 55461161  Mobile -  0418193628 
 
Members will need to bring a chair and something to share for Morning Tea. 
Lunch will be provided   --   a Sausage Sizzle 
 
Please ring to confirm your intention to attend to help with the catering for lunch. 
 
This is targeted to newer members of the society to help them understand bromeliads a 
little better so if you are a “Newbie” you will be very welcome to join us and hopefully we 
will be able to share some of our knowledge with you.   
 
We will look at different genera, potting and propagating, growing from seed, and fertilizing 
and pest prevention.   We will have a raffle that will be drawn at lunch, with the proceeds 
going to the “Golden Broms” Conference.  
 
Entry will be by a gold coin donation to go towards our Conference, and the day will be 
shared with members of the Bromeliad Society of Queensland. 
 
Greg and Narelle Aizlewood. 
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Popular Vote Competition 

Our popular vote completion will be held at each general meeting through to & including 

September. The awards will be presented at the October 2017 meeting (no competition). 

The competition will then start again in January 2018. 

The results for June 2017 were:  

Bromeliads Open   
1st Barry Kable with Aechmea ‘Zeta’  
2nd R & R Kelly with Neoregelia ‘Shark Noodles’ 
3rd Bruce Condon with Vriesea ‘Red Emperor’ 
3rd True Grant with Vriesea ‘Purple Princess’ 
                                 Photo right: Mammillaria collinsii 
 

Bromeliads Novice 
1st Barbara McCune with Tillandsia chiapensis x 
exerta 
2nd Wilhelmina Duncombe with a Nidularium 
3rd Kerryn Simpson with Neoregelia ‘Whirlwind’                       
 
Succulents Open  
1st Peter Wright with Echeveria linguas 
2nd Peter Wright with Mammillaria plumosa 
3rd Peter Wright with Astrophytum hybrid 
 
Succulents Novice  
1st Barbara McCune with mammillaria elongata 
2nd Janette Fowler with Monadenium species 
 

                                                 Photo Right: Tillandsia Chest 

Decorative Container      
1st Boudier/Simpson Bromeliad Basket                               
2nd Barbara McCune with Succulent Garden 
3rd Brian Wallace with Chicken Pot           
 
The results for July 2017 were:   

Bromeliads Open   
1st Bruce Condon with Vriesea ‘Snowman’  
2nd Bruce Condon with Vriesea ‘Mountain’ seedling 
3rd Barry Kable with Neoregelia ‘Yang’ 
                     
  
         Photo Right: Agave victoria- reginae compacta 
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Bromeliads Novice 
1st Barbara McCune with Tillandsia hybrid  
2nd Nathan Schroeder with Neoregelia 
‘White Hot Embers’ 
3rd Barbara McCune with Orthophytum 
‘Warana’  
 

Photo Right: Neoregelia ‘White Hot Embers’ 
 
Succulents Open 
1st Peter Wright with Aloe ‘Rasberry Delight’ 
2nd Gavin Braden with Gasteria excelsa 
3rd Marjorie Bullen with Mammillaria 
collinsii 
 

Photo right: Neoregelia ‘White Wedgewood’ 
 
Decorative Container 
1st Dave Boudier with a Tillandsia Chest  
2nd Barbara McCune with Succulent Garden 
3rd Keryn Simpson with Succulent Garden 
Photo Right: Neoregelia ‘White 
Wedgewood’ 
               

 
Photo below: Orthophytum ‘Warana’ 
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Ronnbergia Alliance by Aguirre-Santoro 2017 Current Names by Derek Butcher 

No recorded hybrids that I can see! 

Re-establishment of Wittmackia genus in the Bromelioideae 

subfamily 
             Species                                      Old genus                                  New Genus 

aciculosa Aechmea Ronnbergia 

allenii Aechmea Ronnbergia 

altocaririensis Aechmea Wittmackia 

amorimii Aechmea Wittmackia 

andersoniana Aechmea Wittmackia 

bicolor Aechmea Wittmackia 

burlemarxii Aechmea Wittmackia 

canaliculata Aechmea Wittmackia 

drakeana Aechmea Ronnbergia 

fraseri Aechmea Ronnbergia 

froesii Aechmea Wittmackia 

germinyana Aechmea Ronnbergia 

gregaria Aechmea Wittmackia 

incompta Aechmea Wittmackia 

involucrata Aechmea Ronnbergia 

ituberaensis Aechmea Wittmackia 

laevigata Aechmea Wittmackia 

limae Aechmea Wittmackia 

lingulata Aechmea Wittmackia 

lingulatoides Aechmea Wittmackia 

linharesiorum Aechmea  Wittmackia 

maranguapensis Aechmea Wittmackia 

patentissima Aechmea Wittmackia 

pendulispica Aechmea Wittmackia 

pernambucentris Aechmea Wittmackia 

subpetiolata Aechmea Ronnbergia 

sulbahianensis Aechmea Wittmackia 

tentaculifera Aechmea Wittmackia 

tonduzii Aechmea Ronnbergia 

turbinocalyx Aechmea Wittmackia 

veitchii Aechmea Ronnbergia 

viridispica Aechmea Ronnbergia 

viridostigma Aechmea Wittmackia 

weberbaueri Aechmea Ronnbergia 

wuelfinghoffii Aechmea Ronnbergia 

abbreviata Hohenbergia Wittmackia 

antillana Hohenbergia Wittmackia 

brittoniana  now  distans Hohenbergia Wittmackia 

caymanensis Hohenbergia Wittmackia 

distans Hohenbergia Wittmackia 

eriostachya Hohenbergia Wittmackia 

fawcettii Hohenbergia Wittmackia 

gnetacea now polycephala Hohenbergia Wittmackia 

inermis Hohenbergia Wittmackia 

jamaicana Hohenbergia Wittmackia 

laessei Hohenbergia Wittmackia 

mesoamericana Hohenbergia Wittmackia 
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negrilensis Hohenbergia Wittmackia 

penduliflora Hohenbergia Wittmackia 

polycephala Hohenbergia Wittmackia 

portoricensis Hohenbergia Wittmackia 

proctorii now urbaniana  Hohenbergia Wittmackia 

rohan-estyi Hohenbergia Wittmackia 

spinulosa Hohenbergia Wittmackia 

urbaniana Hohenbergia Wittmackia 

brasiliensis  Ronnbergia Wittmackia 

campanulata Ronnbergia Ronnbergia 

carvalhoi Ronnbergia Wittmackia 

columbiana Ronnbergia Ronnbergia 

deleonii Ronnbergia Ronnbergia 

explodens Ronnbergia Ronnbergia 

hathewayi Ronnbergia Ronnbergia 

killipiana Ronnbergia Ronnbergia 

maidifolia Ronnbergia Ronnbergia 

morreniana Ronnbergia Ronnbergia 

neoregelioides Ronnbergia Wittmackia 

nidularioides Ronnbergia Ronnbergia 

petersii Ronnbergia Ronnbergia 

silvana Ronnbergia Wittmackia 

 

 
Tillandsia lindenii 
 
This bromeliad has caused much controversy since the 1800s when it 
was first described.  
 
The Bromeliad Taxon List contains 26 references to Tillandsia lindenii 
including varieties.  Derek Butcher says: “This just means that there 
are 26 references to botanists who have given THEIR interpretation of 
lindenii. By the new classification, many will become Wallisia cyanea, 
some Wallisia lindenii, some become Wallisia pretiosa, duvalii x, & 
some dropped all together. In other words just because you have 
lindenii on the label does not mean you can change it to Wallisea 
cyanea.  
 
Most of what we have as T. lindenii on the label have a substantial 
stem below the paddle & are probably the hybrid Wallisia ‘Duvalii’ “(see photo courtesy of 
the BCR). 
 
Derek Butcher & Eric Gouda (both of whom are responsible for the Bromeliad Taxon List) 
are both adamant that the T. lindenii currently in cultivation is actually T. ‘Duvalii’ – now 
Wallisia ‘Duvalii’ - & needs to be renamed as such. 
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Tillandsia Pollination 
The reason for pollination of flowers is to get either seed to expand your 

species collection or to create hybrids. 
 

The easiest flowers to pollinate are the flowers with 

the pistol & pollen anthers protruding out from the 

petals.  
 

For the flowers that have the anthers & pistol enclosed, 

I use a leaf from a T. juncea as the leaf is tapered and 

can be cut to the size of the flower you are going to 

pollinate. Photo Right: Tillandsia chiapensis x exerta 
 

This method is for setting seed of that plant and not 

hybridising. If you wish to hybridize a plant you must 

first remove the pollen from the flower so as not to just 

pollinate the flower itself and apply the pollen from the 

flower you wish to hybridise with. 
 

You cannot use the self - pollinating flower to hybridise as the pistol & anthers are 

together and thus pollinate the flower as it emerges. However you can use the pollen of 

that plant to use on other plants you wish to hybridise.  
 

Seed Raising 

Now that you have pollinated and begun the seed cycle there should be green seed 

pods develop in 4-6 weeks, depending on the species/hybrid you have pollinated. 

The pods should change colour to a straw colour and to check if it is ready to take off 

just twist slightly and if it comes away easily it is ready. Some seedpods will take up to 

12 months to ripen eg T. ionantha. 
 

There are several methods to grow seed. When I started [38yrs ago] I wrapped coir 
fibre to pieces of cork & this method worked quite well. As I was growing a lot of seed, 
and hard to  get seed, I required a better method so I built a dedicated seedling house 
with micro jet sprinklers that come on hourly for 10 seconds. 
 

The seed is set on small mesh screens and drain/dry out between 

waterings. 
 

Some seed you only get every 6-8 years or longer so when you can get this seed you 

must ensure you can grow it. 
 

Also there are some plants that do not give offsets so we must grow the seed to keep 

these plants in existence. 

When the seedlings are 6 months or have 5-7 leaves I take them from the mesh 

screens and glue them onto a pad of polystyrene with shade cloth. They stay on this 
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pad for a further 6 months and then they are glued onto another host. I find that by 

moving them onto other hosts they seem to grow faster.  

This article was written by Bob Hudson (part of Bob’s presentation on Tillandsias for 
us in May 2107) 

GRACE GOODE OAM 

Grace celebrated her 100th birthday on the 23rd July, 2017 – CONGRATULATIONS!! 

Gracie Margaret Goode (ne Evans) was born on the 23rd July 1917 at Nambour. She was 
the middle child of five born to Arthur Henry Evans (1891-1970) and Ivy Ida Foxover 
(Oberfuchshuber) (1892-1970). 

Her early years were spent on the Maroochy River near 
Dunethin Rock (her beloved “Dunny Rock”). She married 
Albert Connor in Nambour on 18 December 1935. Their 
daughter Gayle was born in 1937.  

In the early 1940s she lived at Cotton Tree then moved 
to Brisbane where she met her future husband Cliff 
Goode. They married in 1945. By 1956 they had bought the house 
in Kate Street, Alexandra Headland, QLD, where Grace still lives. 
She was always a gardener- roses, carnations, dahlias, orchids, all 
sorts of flowers. By 1970 she had discovered the love of her life – 
bromeliads.  

This started when Grace was introduced to bromeliads by her 
mother who gave her a plant later identified by Olwen Ferris as 
Billbergia pyramidalis var. concolor. Grace was well into her 50's 
when she was introduced to Bromeliads and her only regret is that 
she hadn't found out about them earlier. One can only imagine 
the list of plants to her name had she had an earlier start. 

Within a few years she was travelling to conferences around the world, and became a well 
known hybridist.  

Grace, an honorary trustee of the Bromeliad Society International (BSI), was awarded the 
Order of Australia Medal (OAM) by the Australian 
Government on 26th January 2004. The medal 
was awarded for Grace's efforts in growing and 
hybridising bromeliads. Such an award has never 
been made in connection with bromeliads before, 
and is very rarely made for any horticultural-
related activity. Photo right: Grace receiving the 
Order of Australia Medal in 2004 
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Grace is also an honorary trustee of The Cryptanthus Society and has been elected a life 
member or the Bromeliad Society of Australia, Cairns Bromeliad Society, Bromeliad Society 
or Queensland, and the Sunshine Coast Bromeliad Society.  

One of Grace’s pastimes was rug making. She started in the late 1940s and was selling them 
at “Finneys” (a department store) in Brisbane. It is not known how many she made, must 
have been hundreds. All magnificent. Grace has also been generous with financial and 
other contributions (such as her hand-made rugs 
used as raffle prizes) to help fund activities such as 
conferences. She continued this support by donating 
one of her hand made rugs to the recent Sunny 
Broms Conference for the Auction. Photo right: One 
of Grace’s rugs  

Most people know Grace through her hybrids. She 
started hybridising in the early 1970s, largely in 
response to the very limited number of bromeliads available then in Australia. Initially she 
concentrated on neoregelias. Some of her earlier hybrids are: ‘Sheer Joy,’ ‘Little Joy’, 
‘Blackie’, ‘Red Plate' and the well known 'Amazing Grace’. Her best known hybrid is probably 
‘Charm” which is a cross between Neoregelia marmorata and N. chlorosticta. 
 

Another major area of hybridisation activity has been with cryptanthus. Some of her early 
hybrids are: 'Misty Charm’, ‘Misty Dawn’, ‘Misty Glow’ and ‘Misty Flame.’  Bob Whitman 
took many of Grace's cryptanthus hybrids to the United 
States of America. They included: 'Melanie’, ’Seven 
Veils’, 'Black Mood’, ‘Hells Bells’, and ‘Spellbound’. She 
also sent hybrid cryptanthus seed to the USA, from 
which have been produced plants such as: ‘Fond 
Memory’, ‘Happy Thoughts’,’ Texas Star’ and ‘Crown 
Jewels’.  
 

Grace has produced over 800 named hybrids. As well 
as neoregelia and cryptanthus hybrids, she has 
produced aechmea, billbergia, nidularium and 
tillandsia hybrids. She has also made several bigeneric 
hybrids, with perhaps the best ones being X 
Niduregelia ‘Something Special' and ‘Vision Splendid’. 
Grace was still actively producing hybrids when she 
was 86 years old, Recent outstanding neoregelias 
include: 'Amen’, ‘Africa’, ‘Alley Cat’, ‘Mandela’ and ‘One 
and Only’.  

Editor: I am deeply grateful to Peter Cook from the Sunshine Coast Bromeliad Society for 
giving me the details about Grace Goode’s life & for the photos. Thank you Peter. I will 
include more information about Grace’s hybrids plus photos in the next edition of the 
Bromlink. 



16 

Dracaena dracos I Have Met by Cactus Kate 

Dracaena draco is from the Asparagaceae family. It is a monocot, meaning (from Wikipedia) 
it does not display any annual growth rings. 

So the age of the tree can only be estimated by the number of branching points before 
reaching the canopy. 

They make lovely, slow growing pot plants or garden plants if you have a large garden. 

Their flowers are typical Dracaena, being tiny, numerous, cream and the inflorescence is 
branched. Their leaves are strap like and leathery. 

The D. draco in Auckland NZ (photos below) is awesome, about 3 stories high (quite 
unusual). The trunk was scaly, like giant serpent scales and just so majestic! The property it 
is growing in looks abandoned so this D. draco probably would not be receiving any care.  

The 'fallen' D. draco (photos below) is in the Sydney botanic gardens. It must have been 
stunning before it toppled over. The lattice like branching is typical and very beautiful.     
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The D. dracos in the Los Angeles Arboretum (photo above) all looked a bit damaged as 
though they had been moved from another location a few years ago. Just shows that they 
are very tough. 

The NZ and Sydney specimens must be hundreds of years old. They certainly had a 
'presence' about them. 
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The D. draco seed (photo far 
right) came from a local plant 
and will be sown this spring.   

I do have a couple of D. dracos 
in my garden, however one is a 
rescue job and still looks as if it 
is sulking.  The other one is too 
close to the garden waste burn off heap so is badly scorched on one side and just recently a 
tree fell on it. They are tough. Did I say that already!!  Photo above left: Young plants 

Cheers,      Kathleen Hendo  
 
Editor: The following article was given to me by Wendy Perske who stated: 
 I found it very interesting reading because we have compacta x Fireball which we call Super 
Fireball. If we take a lovely basket of red ones and put them in the driveway they revert 
back to compacta.  But put them back into the full sun and they go bright red. We definitely 
have more than one clone of it too.  The bright red ones take full sun all day and get redder 
and redder with more sun while the darker purplish red ones burn in full total sun, but in 
almost full sun under our tree with filtered middle of day sun it goes deeply coloured. So I 
found this article so great to read because it relates to plants we have. I didn't realise they 
were done by Allan Ladd though and that the different coloured clones are actually named 
individually.  I’m sure I've actually sold some of these at the club meetings too. Wendy 
 

Derek the Hybrid Detective 

DD0411 Neoregelia 'Fireball' hybrids. 

by Derek Butcher April 2011 

Neoregelia ‘Fireball’ hybrids by D Butcher in Bromeletter 31(4):13. 1993(4) 
Last but not least, when at Margaret Paterson's place (Gympie, Qld) I saw what I thought to 
be a variegated Neoregelia 'Fireball' and thus N. 'Ladd’s Choice' but this was called N. 
'Firewheel' which too, had come from Allan Ladd. Let us go back a few years. Allan Ladd was 
a hybridist who sought perfection but was not ruthless enough with his culling. From all 
known facts all the original plants called 'Fireball' or 'Red of Rio' were the same clone - 
'Fireball' coming into Australia via Nat de Leon and 'Red of Rio' coming from his friend Ralph 
Davis. Allan Ladd's aim was to get lots of N. 'Fireball' quickly but they were sterile, so he was 
in a quandary. BUT not for long because he used pollen from N. 'Fireball' on to N. 
compacta and produced plants halfway between the two. He then took pollen from this 
hybrid to N. 'Fireball' and produced viable seed. The resultant seedlings looked like N. 
'Fireball' and acted like different clones. The "Fireball" could be pseudo ‘Fireball’ with a 
genetic makeup of 1/3 N. compacta or totally ‘Fireball’ because the pollen of the hybrid may 
only have acted as a catalyst. Whatever the situation, we now seem to have N. ‘Fireball’ that 
can be grown by seed thanks to Allan Ladd's work over just a few years. 



19 

The N. compacta x N. 'Fireball' hybrids did escape and as far as I am aware, three forms are 
in existence, 'Fire Nymph' (violet red), 'Fire Pixie' (orange red), and 'Fire Sprite' (burnished 
red). He was also working towards a variegated N. 'Fireball' but even if you grow thousands 
from seed it is only the odd chance you might get variegation. There ARE quicker ways, so 
he experimented with the already variegated neoregelias, namely the supposed N. 
carolinae (its synonym meyendorffii) and various other cultivar names. Some do produce 
progeny which are variegated but there is one called N. meyendorffii variegata originating 
from Gulz in Germany, which when used as MUM consistently produces a high proportion 
of variegated plants. Needless to say, this clone is in great demand by hybridists and has 
been used by Bob Larnach in his "Aussie Dream" collection. 

Anyway, Allan Ladd did crossings using N. 'Fireball' as father. By 1990 he was producing 
consistent variegated short-stolon "Fireball" look-a-likes. Concurrently he was working on 
extending the stolons when he left the nursery business in 1990. It was at that time that he 
left stock with Olwen Ferris and she and I agreed there seems to be two distinct forms and 
the name of ‘Ladd’s Choice’ for the variegated form and ‘Ladd’s Extra Choice’ for the 
albomarginate came into being. As far as I know, Olwen is still growing-on these plants. 
However, despite previous phone calls with Allan I found that mother was supposedly N. 
carolinae 'Perfecta'. There is no way to check this but self set seeds should produce a high 
proportion of variegations if in fact mother was Gulz's clone. But I could only record in my 
check list what was on the label. 

So it would appear there are variegated plants called ‘Fireball’ around, some with short 
stolons and some long, but please don't ask me which is which, although I would prefer to 
call them all "Ladd’s Choice". Perhaps this goes to show that even the most erudite of 
hybridisers must keep written records. As far as I am aware there is no true variegated N. 
'Fireball' in existence for the simple reason that it was (is?) self sterile and it is very rare 
indeed that a plant will mutate non-sexually. 

Confused? Well, Elton Leme tells me that N. 'Fireball' has been 
found again recently, only this time in the wild. I have been 
pleading with him to give it a botanical name so that it can be 
truly said: "If it is a species it has a botanical latinised name, 
but a common or fancy name if a hybrid or cultivar". 

March 2011. 
Ross Little tells me that a variegated plant (photo above) with a look-alike appearance of a 
‘Fireball’ on long stolons has been lurking in the Newcastle area (which was where Allan 
Ladd had his nursery) since the 1980’s, loosely called ‘Fireball’ variegated. Ross wants to 
correct this anomaly by calling the Newcastle clone ‘Fallan’ (combining the ‘F’ from Fireball 
and ‘Allan’.). This means that Australians growing a variegated ‘Fireball’ should re-evaluate 
their plant. If it has its origins in Australia then it is very likely they are growing ‘Fallan’. 
Things are a bit more complicated if it came in from the USA where the chances of it being a 
hybrid are high especially with the hybrids that Skotak created. The only other possibility is 
mutation from tissue culture but nothing has been reported of such a happening.  
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A list of all GCSBS members will be displayed on the notice board at society meetings 

 

 
           UPCOMING SHOPPING CENTRE DISPLAY & SALES EVENTS 
 

 The Pines Shopping Centre  OCTOBER 12, 13 & 14 

 Mudgeeraba Market   OCTOBER  25 & 26 

 Helensvale Shopping Centre   October 26 & 27 

 Southport Park  November 2,3,&4 

 Springwood Mall  November 9,10,& 11  
 

 

 

Members with 3 or more months' membership can add their name to the list of sellers for any of 
the above venues and dates. This register (Event Bookings) is available at the Member Services 

Desk at each monthly general meeting. Of course there are certain guidelines to be followed when 
representing us at these venues. For more information please contact Narelle Aizlewood. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The aims of the society are:  
 

(A)   To stimulate interest in the conservation, and to promote the culture and 
development of succulents and bromeliads.  
 

(B)  To acquire and disseminate information regarding these plants and to 
encourage their production and propagation. 
 

(C)  To ban totally from our collection any such plants which become noxious. 
 

(D)  To enlighten members and the public on the dangers of cultivating certain 
noxious species. 
 

(E)  To give exhibitions, arrange field days, and other events, and to make such 
publications as are deemed desirable. 
 

(F)  To associate, affiliate or otherwise join or connect ourselves with similar 
bodies or societies. 
 

(G)  To make seeds and plants available to members under the control of the 
Society. 
 

(H)  To foster family membership and members. 
 


